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Metro and Nonmetro Counties in Indiana 
 
Based on the most recent listing of core based statistical areas by the Office of 
Management and Budget (November 2004), 46 counties in Indiana are part of 
metropolitan statistical areas, and 26 counties are part of micropolitan areas.  The 
remaining 20 counties in Indiana are considered noncore counties.   
 
 

Metro and Nonmetro 
Counties in Indiana

Metropolitan Counties

Nonmetropolitan Counties:

Micropolitan Counties

Noncore Counties

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and
Office of Management and Budget
Map prepared by RUPRI

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using these classifications and the population estimates for 2004, 77.5 percent of 
Indiana’s population reside in metropolitan counties, 16.6 percent reside in micropolitan 
counties, and the remaining 5.9 percent reside in noncore counties.   
 
The micropolitan classification is a new classification that defines counties that were 
previously included in the residual nonmetropolitan category.  Micropolitan areas include 
an urban area with a population of 10,000 to 49,999 and surrounding counties that are 
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linked through commuting ties.  These areas often represent important economic and 
trade centers in rural areas.  The map below shows the location of Indiana’s 25 
micropolitan areas (26 counties). 
 
 Indiana Micropolitan Areas

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and OMB
Map prepared by RUPRI
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Population 
 
Indiana’s population in July 2004 was 
6,237,569, up 2.6 percent from the 2000 
Census.  During the 1990s, the population 
in Indiana grew by 9.7 percent.  Nationally, 
population increased 13.1 percent during 
the 1990s, and 4.3 percent from April 2000 
to July 2004.  Within Indiana, population 
growth in metropolitan areas exceeded the 
nonmetropolitan growth in both time 
periods. 

Area: 1990-2000 2000-2004
U.S. 13.1% 4.3%
Indiana 9.7% 2.6%

Metropolitan 10.7% 3.2%
Nonmetropolitan 6.3% 0.5%

Micropolitan 6.5% 0.5%
Noncore 5.7% 0.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Percent Change in Population

 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000
Map Prepared by RUPRI

Percent Change in
Population, 1990-2000

Population decrease

Population increase less than 10%

Population increase 10% or more

30% or more increase

 
Eleven counties in Indiana 
lost population during the 
1990s (3 metro and 8 
nonmetro counties).  Three 
counties (all metro in the 
Indianapolis area) had 
population gains over 30 
percent during the 1990s. 
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Percent Change in 

Population, 2000-2004

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Population Estimates
Map prepared by RUPRI

Population increase less than 10%

Population increase 10% or more

Population decline

 
Between the 2000 Census 
and July 2004, 26 counties 
in Indiana lost population (9 
metro and 17 nonmetro 
counties).  Only 4 counties 
(all metro in the 
Indianapolis area) 
experienced population 
gains over 10 percent during 
this time period. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Economic Research Service, USDA, classifies counties as population loss counties if 
the “number of residents declined both between the 1980 and 1990 censuses and between 
the 1990 and 2000 censuses.”  In Indiana, eleven counties are classified as population 
loss counties, 3 metro and 8 nonmetro counties. 
 
 

ERS County Typology:
Population Loss Counties

Source: Economic Research 
Service, USDA
Map prepared by RUPRI

Other Counties

Population Loss Counties

“number of residents declined both 
between the 1980 and 1990 censuses 
and between the 1990 and 2000 
censuses. “
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Race / Ethnicity 
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The population of Indiana is 88.7 
percent white and 8.8 percent 
African American (2004 population 
estimates data).  Nationally, the 
population is 80.4 percent white and 
12.8 percent African American.  
People of Hispanic origin make up 
4.3 percent of Indiana’s population, 
compared to 14.1 percent of the total 
U.S. population. 
 
Within Indiana, the metro 
population is 86.1 percent white and 
11 percent African American.  The 
micropolitan population is 97 
percent white and 1.5 percent 
African American, and the noncore 
population is 98.4 percent white and 
0.5 African American.   
 
People of Hispanic origin make up 
4.7 percent of the metropolitan 
population and 3.3 percent of the 
micropolitan population, and only 
1.9 percent of the noncore population.  Many counties in Indiana experienced significant 
growth in Hispanic populations during the 1990s.  In fact, in 56 counties, the Hispanic 
population more than doubled during the decade.  In only three counties, however, does 
the Hispanic population account for more than 10 percent of the total population (Lake, 
Elkhart and Clinton Counties). 
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Counties in which the 

Hispanic Population More 
than Doubled Between 

1990 and 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 1990 and 2000
Map prepared by RUPRI

Other Counties

Hispanic Population Change 100% or more
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Age 
 
The age distribution of the metro and nonmetro populations in Indiana is shown in the 
chart below.  The percent of the population in the 20 to 44 age groups is higher in the 
metro areas, while the percent of the population age 55 and over is higher in the 
nonmetro areas. 
 
 

Age Distribution of the Population in
Indiana Metro and Nonmetro Portions
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Several counties in Indiana have a considerable percentage of older residents.  Over 15 
percent of the population is over 65 in 22 counties, the majority of which are nonmetro 
counties (16 of 22). 
 
 

Counties with 15 percent 
or More of Total Population   

Age 65 or Older, 2004

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Population Estimates
Map prepared by RUPRI
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Educational Attainment 
Percent of Population 25 Years 

and Over with a Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher, 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000
Map Prepared by RUPRI

IN: 19.4%
US: 24.4%

Less than 10%

10% to 20%

Higher than 20%

 
The percent of the population age 25 
and over that has earned a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher is 24.4 percent in the 
U.S. and 19.4 percent in Indiana.  In 
only 16 Indiana counties did over 20 
percent of the population earn a 
Bachelor’s degree or higher, all of 
them metropolitan counties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational Attainment in Indiana
Metro and Nonmetro Portions, 2000
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000

The chart to the right compares the 
educational attainment of Indiana’s 
metro and nonmetro populations.  The 
percent of the population with high 
educational attainment (Bachelor’s 
degree or higher) is greater in metro 
areas, while the percent of the 
population with low educational 
attainment (high school degree or 
lower) is greater in nonmetro areas. 
 
 
 
 

Location of Publicly-
Controlled Two-Year 

College Campuses, 2004

Source: The National Institute for Rural Community Colleges
Map created by RUPRI Community Information Resource Center
Interactive Map Room (http://circ.rupri.org)

Rural

Urban

Suburban

Within Indiana, there are 16 
public 4-year colleges and 
universities (Indiana 
Commission for Higher 
Education).  There are 20 two-
year colleges in Indiana.  The 
map to the right shows the 
location of their campuses.  
Thirteen of the campuses are 
located in rural areas. 
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Poverty 
 
In 2002 the poverty rate was 12.1 percent in the U.S. and 9.6 percent in Indiana (Census 
Bureau estimates).  The poverty rate in Indiana counties ranged from 3.5 percent 
(Hamilton County) to 13.9 percent (Vigo County).  The state’s lowest poverty rates were 
in three metropolitan counties in the Indianapolis area (Hamilton, Hendricks, and 
Hancock Counties). 
 

Percent of Population in 
Poverty, 2002

Source: US Census Bureau
Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates
Map prepared by RUPRI

IN: 9.6%
U.S.: 12.1%

Less than 5%
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Crime 
 
The map below represents the number of crimes reported per 10,000 population in 
Indiana counties in 2002.  Among the 28 counties with the highest rates of crimes 
reported (250 or more per 10,000 residents), 17 were metropolitan counties, 10 were 
micropolitan counties, and 1 was a noncore county. 
 

Crimes Reported per
10,000 Population, 2002

Less than 20

20 to 99

100 to 249

249 to 499

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Program 
Data, U.S. Department of Justice
Modified Index Crimes (includes arson)
U.S. Census Bureau (population estimate)
Map prepared by RUPRI

500 or more
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Health Care Services 
 
The designation of areas or populations as medically underserved is based on an index of 
four variables - the ratio of primary medical care physicians per 1,000 population, the 
infant mortality rate, the percent of the population with incomes below the poverty level, 
and the percent of the population age 65 and over (Health Resources and Services 
Administration, HHS).  Within Indiana, there are several areas that are designated as 
medically underserved areas or populations, shown in the map below. 
 

Medically Underserved Area

Medically Underserved Population

Governor defined 

Data Source: Heath Resources and Services 
Administration, HHS
Map Created by RUPRI Community 
Information Resource Center
Interactive Map Room:  http://circ.rupri.org

Medically Underserved Areas 
and Populations in Indiana

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs) are those areas that “have shortages of 
primary medical care, dental or mental health providers and may be urban or rural areas, 
population groups, or medical or other public facilities.”  (Health Resources and Services 
Administration, HHS).  Within Indiana, several portions of the state are designated as 
primary care HPSAs for the total and/or low income populations, shown in the map 
below. 
 

Health Professional Shortage 
Areas (Primary Care)

in Indiana

Data Source: Heath Resources and Services 
Administration, HHS
Map Created by RUPRI Community Information 
Resource Center, Interactive Map Room:  
http://circ.rupri.org

Total Population

Low Income Population

No Data or Proposed Withdrawal
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Per Capita Income 
 

Per Capita Income in Indiana and
the U.S., 1969-2003 ($2003)
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Indiana’s per capita income trends 
have closely mirrored the nation, with 
Indiana’s income lagging slightly 
behind over the past several decades.  
In 2003, per capita income in Indiana 
was $28,838, compared to $31,472 for 
the U.S. 
 
Within Indiana, the highest incomes 
tended to be in metropolitan counties.  
Of the 14 counties with per capita 
income over $30,000, 13 were  
metropolitan counties and 1 was a  
micropolitan county.  The highest per 
capita income was in Hamilton 
County, at over $41,000. Per Capita Income, 2003

IN: $28,838

US: $31,472

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to $29,999

$30,000 or more

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
Regional Economic Information System
Map prepared by RUPRI

 
Nonmetro per capita income in 
Indiana has lagged behind metro.  In 
2003, metro per capita income was 
$29,970, compared to $24,954 in 
nonmetro areas.  The per capita 
income gap between metro and 
nonmetro areas (measured with 
nonmetro income as a percent of 
metro) has increased during the late  
1990s and early 2000s, but showed a  
decrease from 2002 to 2003. 
 

Per Capita Income in Indiana Metro and
Nonmetro Portions, 1969-2003 ($2003)
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Per Capita Income Gap in Indiana:
Nonmetro PCI as a percent of Metro PCI, 1969-2003
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Farm Income 
 
Farm income makes up a small portion of total income.  In 2003 farm income accounted 
for 0.5 percent of income in the U.S., and 0.4 percent in Indiana.  In the nonmetro portion 
of Indiana, farming accounted for 1.0 percent of total income in 2003. 
 
 

Farm Income as a Percent of Total Income in 
Indiana and the U.S., 1969-2003
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Within Indiana, farm income accounts for less than 5 percent in each county.  In only two 
counties (Jay and LaGrange) did farming account for over three percent of total income 
in 2003. 
 
 

Farm Income as a Percent 
of Total Income, 2003

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
Regional Economic Information System
Map prepared by RUPRI
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 Entrepreneurship 
 
The CFED Development Report Card rates each state on its entrepreneurial energy, 
“evaluating the extent to which new firms are generated and whether they are 
contributing to employment growth.”  The rating of each state is shown in the map 
below.  Indiana receives a grade of “C” on this indicator.   
 

Source: CFED
Map prepared by RUPRI
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B
C
D
F

Grade

Not shown: Alaska (C) and Hawaii (D)

CFED Development Report Card for the States 
Entrepreneurial Energy

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One county level indicator for entrepreneurship is the percent of private nonfarm 
employment that are self employed.  Data from the Census Bureau estimates the number 
of non-employer establishments, which is a proxy for self employed.  The map below 
illustrates this indicator - in 13 counties the self employed account for over 20 percent of 
private nonfarm employment.  
 

Entrepreneurship in Indiana:
Self Employed as a Percent of

Nonfarm Private Employment, 2003

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Nonemployer Statistics and
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional 
Economic Information System
Map prepared by RUPRI
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Industry Structure 
 
Manufacturing accounted for the largest share of employment in Indiana (16.3%) in 
2003.  Nationally, manufacturing accounts for only 9.0 percent of total employment in 
2003.  Government (12.3%) and retail trade (11.7%) made up the next largest 
employment sectors in Indiana.   

 

Employment by Major Industry, U.S. and Indiana, 2003
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Source: BEA, REIS

The Economic Research Service 
developed an economic typology that 
classifies counties into one of five 
industry categories of specialization, 
or as nonspecialized.  The thresholds 
are based on the percent of labor and 
proprietors’ earnings derived from 
the industry during 1998-2000, or in 
the case of farming, the percent of 
employed residents in farming 
occupations.  The map to the right 
shows the classification of Indiana’s 
counties by the ERS Economic 
Typology.  The map illustrates the 
dependence on manufacturing in 
much of Indiana.  

Source: Economic Research
Service, USDA
Map Prepared by RUPRI

Indiana Counties by 
ERS Economic Typology
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Examining the employment distribution within the metro and nonmetro portions of 
Indiana reveals a considerably higher share of nonmetro employment in the 
manufacturing sector - 24.3 percent of nonmetro employment compared to only 14.2 
percent of metro employment.  
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Employment by Major Industry in Indiana Metro and Nonmetro Portions, 2003

Source: BEA, REIS
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Unemployment 

Unemployment Rate, 2004
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Map prepared by RUPRI
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The 2004 unemployment rate 
for Indiana was 5.2 percent, 
compared to 5.5 percent for the 
U.S.  Within Indiana, the 
unemployment rate ranged 
from 3.1 percent (Hamilton 
County) to 8.3 percent (Grant 
County). 
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Manufacturing 
 
Manufacturing is a major industry in Indiana.  The chart below illustrates the breakdown 
of manufacturing earnings by NAICS code for 2003.  Motor Vehicle Manufacturing is 
the largest sector, accounting for over 30 percent of manufacturing earnings in the state. 
 

 

Percent of Total Manufacturing Earnings in Indiana, 2003
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Data Sources and References 
 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System 

http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics 

http://www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm
 
CFED Development Report Card for the States 
 http://drc.cfed.org/
 
Economic Research Service, USDA, 2004 County Typology 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Rurality/Typology/
 
Health Resources and Services Administration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, Designations of Health Professional Shortage Areas and Medically 
Underserved Areas and Populations 
 http://www.bhpr.hrsa.gov/shortage/
 
Indiana Commission for Higher Education 
 http://www.che.state.in.us/schools/interactivelist.shtml
 
Office of Management and Budget, Statistical Area Definitions and Guidance on Their 
Uses 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/bulletins/fy05/b05-02.html
 
RUPRI Community Information Resource Center Interactive Map Room 
 http://circ.rupri.org/
 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program, U.S. Department of Justice 
 http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
 
U.S. Census Bureau 

 
Census 2000 
 http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html
Population Estimates 
 http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php
Metropolitan and Micropolitan Area Classifications 
 http://www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/metrodef.html
Nonemployer Statistics 
 http://www.census.gov/epcd/nonemployer/
Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates 

 http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/saipe.html
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For Comments and Questions on this Report: 
 
 

Kathleen K. Miller 
RUPRI Program Director 

(573) 882-5098 
miller@rupri.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact RUPRI 
 

Rural Policy Research Institute 
Truman School of Public Affairs 
University of Missouri-Columbia 

214 Middlebush Hall 
Columbia, MO  65211 
(573) 882-0316 Voice 
[573] 884=5310 FAX 

 
http://www.rupri.org
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Appendix A - Addendum: Listing of IN Counties by Metroplitan/Non-Metroplitan Status 
Non-Metropolitan Metropolitan 

Micropolitan Non Core 
Allen Adams  Blackford  
Bartholomew  Cass  Crawford  
Benton  Clinton  Fountain  
Boone  Daviess  Fulton  
Brown  De Kalb  Jay  
Carroll  Decatur  Lagrange  
Clark  Dubois  Martin  
Clay  Fayette  Orange  
Dearborn  Grant  Parke  
Delaware  Henry  Perry  
Elkhart  Huntington  Pulaski  
Floyd  Jackson  Randolph  
Franklin  Jefferson  Ripley  
Gibson  Jennings  Rush  
Greene  Knox  Spencer  
Hamilton  Kosciusko  Starke  
Hancock  Lawrence  Switzerland  
Harrison  Marshall  Union  
Hendricks  Miami  Warren  
Howard  Montgomery  White  
Jasper  Noble    
Johnson  Pike    
La Porte  Scott    
Lake  Steuben    
Madison  Wabash    
Marion  Wayne    
Monroe      
Morgan      
Newton      
Ohio      
Owen      
Porter      
Posey      
Putnam      
Shelby      
St. Joseph      
Sullivan      
Tippecanoe      
Tipton      
Vanderburgh      
Vermillion      
Vigo      
Warrick      
Washington      
Wells      
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