Community Strategic Doing and Development Grants
Explanation and Guidelines

*The goal of these grants is for each rural community in La Porte County to improve by completing a project and practicing community development.
*The funds are provided by a 3-year financial commitment from the Unity Foundation of La Porte County to rural development.  Leadership La Porte County and the Extension Office of La Porte County will be the final judges on which communities will be recommended to the Unity Foundation for funding.  All reporting will be to Jim and/or Walt, who will combine the results for reporting to Unity.
*Grants will be awarded based on the results of the project and the community-building process, with emphasis on the process.
*The time limit for the awarding of the grant, the completion of the project, and the community-building process is 12 months from May 1, 2010.  Requests for extensions will be considered. 

*Assistance with the process will be provided by Leadership La Porte County and the Purdue Extension Office of La Porte County.  Contact Jim Jessup or Walt Sell.

*Key elements of the community-building process are:  a leadership team, a communication system, a project(s), community meetings, strategic planning and doing, applying for this grant (and/or other grants), celebrating along the way.

*Creative thinking, innovative projects and approaches, asset-based projects, collaboration, and over-all community involvement are encouraged and will be rewarded.

*Use www.rurallaportecounty.com effectively. 

Good luck and let’s get started!!

  For more information contact Walt Sell at 324-9407 or Jim Jessup at 325-8223.  Email addresses are wsell@purdue.edu or jim@leadershiplaportecounty.com.  

